LIVING APOSTLES TODAY

John 20:21
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The Apostles are commissioned by Jesus to work as His messengers and representatives.

1 Apostles today are sent to proclaim God's word and dispense the sacraments.

1 Apostles today are sent by Jesus to teach the Gospel of Jesus and prepare His people

1 When we behave more like Jesus, we are proof of the Apostle's ministry.

Message
Learning The children will learn:
Objectives
(the Bride of Christ) for His return.
Bible Text John 20:21

Living Apostles Today

Before Marley went to sleep, her grandpa told her a
story from the children’s Bible. The story he chose
was about the Lord Jesus. After he finished reading,
Marley’s grandpa prayed with her and wished her
good night. As he was about to leave the room,
Marley asked, “You know grandpa, it is a great pity
that the Lord Jesus is no longer alive. He did so
many wonderful things and was so kind to everyone.’

Her grandpa replied, “Yes, Marley, you are quite
right. You see, when Jesus returned to His Father in
heaven, many people were very sad, especially His
friends, the disciples. They felt exactly the same way
you do. The Lord Jesus told them that He was going
home to His Father and He would send them the
Holy Spirit so that they could continue His work and
represent Him on earth.
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Jesus also told them they should go to all the
people to teach and to baptise with water.
Apostles are active today. They carry on the work,
which was started by the Lord Jesus and

the first Apostles. We should be very grateful that
God has once again given us living Apostles ”

Marley replied, “Jesus must love us very much,
otherwise He would not have given us Apostles.”

Grandpa responded, “You are right. The Lord loves
everyone. He would like all people to be helped and
saved. For this reason He has given us Apostles
who work and labour for Him. The Apostles prepare
us for that day when Jesus Christ will return to take
us with Him.”

Marley asked, “Does the Apostle know when the
Lord Jesus will come?”

Grandpa responded, “No, not even the Apostles
know that. But our Apostle said recently that the
Lord Jesus will come soon. That is why we have to
be prepared to receive Him at any time. We must
not forget to pray for our Apostle. The Lord Jesus
has given him a very important task. To fulfil this
task, he constantly needs our prayers."

Afterwards Marley and her grandpa pray once more
for their Apostle, the Chief Apostle and all the other
Apostles in the world.



Suggestions for the Teacher

Lead-In

Show the picture to the children. Discuss with them what they see. Ask what she/he may feel....

Show them pictures with our Apostles and the Chief Apostle in the Community magazine.

Lesson Instructions
Begin telling the story...

Discuss with the children...

e Can you name some men Jesus called to be His Apostles? (Peter, John, ...).
e What did Jesus say to the Apostles before He ascended to be with His Father?
(Go to all the people to teach and to baptise them.)
¢ Do they still live today? (No, Jesus has given us Apostles today. They work in His name.)

¢ What is the main task of the Apostles today?
(They help us preparing ourselves for the return of Jesus.)

e How do they doit?
(They preach, baptize, seal, forgive sins, dispense Holy Communion, ordain ministers,... )

Have the children repeat...

- Apostles today are sent to proclaim God’s word and dispense the sacraments.
- They are sent by Jesus to teach the Gospel and prepare us for His return.

Real-Life Application (explain the following)

e Each child of God has an Apostle. He works by the commission of Jesus.
e Do you know your Apostle? What is his name? Where does he live?
o |If possible, we show the children a photograph of their Apostle.
e How can we help the Apostles today?
(We behave more like Jesus. We become proof of the Apostles’ teaching and authority.)

Repeat the Message
The Apostles are commissioned by Jesus to work as
His messengers and representatives (ambassadors).
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